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HAMLIN PLANNING BOARD                                                                                                         September 12, 2018 
 

                                                        Hamlin Planning Board Workshop Minutes 
                                                                   Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
                                                                                             6:30 p.m. 
The scheduled special workshop of the Hamlin Planning Board was held at the Hamlin Town Hall located at 1658 Lake 
Road, Hamlin and was called to order by the Chairperson, Chris Schlieter at 6:30 p.m. with the locations of the fire exits 
and AED explained for those present.  It will be asked that all cell phones and pagers be turned off for the duration of 
the meeting. 
 
Roll call:  Linda DeRue (tardy), Steve Lauth (excused), Dave Martin (absent), Chris Schlieter, Linda Morey, Mark 
Ballerstein, James Nesbitt. 
 
Present:  Town Engineer Representative (MRB Group) Paul Chatfield, Gerald Nesbitt, Heidi Reese, Douglas Gloff, Mike 
Doud - Borrego Solar, Marc Kenward - Erdman Anthony, Town Councilperson Dave Rose, Carol McFarlane, Bill & Audrey 
Smith, Conservation Advisory Board Vice-Chairperson Jeanine Klopp,  
 
The Chairperson Chris Schlieter stated that this was a posted workshop. 
 
Chairperson Chris Schlieter stated that the purpose of this workshop is to go through the Full EAF (Environmental 
Assessment Form) form that has been presented by MRB Group for a proposed large- scale solar facility to be located at 
3254 Roosevelt Highway by Borrego Solar. 
 
The entire (10 pages) Part 2 Identification of Potential Project Impacts of the Full Environmental Assessment Form, EAF 
form was read section by section by the Chairperson Chris Schlieter with responses from Mike Doud, Marc Kenward.  
 
A response from New York State DOT was received on 8/21/2018 concerning the SEQRA Lead Agency Status for the 
Town of Hamlin Planning Board for Borrego Solar Systems Inc. to construct and operate a 6.5 Mw ground-mounted Solar 
Energy System at 3254 Roosevelt Highway, Hamlin Ny 14464.  They concur with the designation of the Town of Hamlin 
Planning Board as Lead Agency for the referenced action. 
 
Mark Ballerstein asked for an explanation of the logic of the different species of the plants and the trees that were 
selected for the new site plan. 
Marc Kenward answered that the plan was developed by Saratoga Associates, and they are common evergreen trees. 
 
Mark Ballerstein asked for an explanation on the logic for the gaps between the pines.  Also, there is no screening shown 
for the property to the north which is an Alpaca Farm/Business.  What would be the ultimate height of the trees in 15 
years.  Mike Doud  
Chris Schlieter also asked if those mature trees would block the sunlight from the east and west.   
 
Linda Morey also commented on the lapse of foliage of the trees in the future.  Is there a re-planting maintenance plan?  
Also, add the trees to the north side. 
Marc Kenward responded that there is a maintenance plan. 
 
James Nesbitt asked that in the decommissioning plan that removal of trees be added.  Mike Doud stated this could be 
added. 
 
Paul Chatfield asked about the tree line on the east side of the site.  Mike Doud responded that there is a hedgerow 
there now but trees could be placed on the plan for that location. 
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Chris Schlieter stated that the gaps in the tree line need to be filled in.  The board has learned of ideas from seminars 
that have been attended.  The health of honey bees depends on flowers, shrubs, etc.  You should call Jim Doan for 
advice on butterfly and bee mixes.  Cheryl Pacelli will email you the contact information. 
 
The posts that will support the arrays are not considered impacts. 
Marc Kenward stated that the trackers rotate with the sun. As for the run-off, it is proposed that non-graze grass will be 
used.  It will be like a meadow.  The run-off will be less than pre-construction conditions. 
 
Paul Chatfield concurs with those statements above.  The criteria is for yes/no responses for 18 items. 
 
Chris Schlieter stated that the result of going over this, the Planning Board research the reasoning for the answers. 
As for the decommissioning plan, length of time in operation performance data.   The SUP will be renewable each year 
which will include an inspection by the Code Enforcement Officer.  How much energy provided.  Benefit to the Town of 
Hamlin residents. Change of ownership or leasee, a new SUP will need to be issued.  Energy falling off the pace outside 
of the grid.   Decommission plans need to be funded, year plan.  How the project is funded. 
   
Mike Doud spoke on MIPA, member investor, which has to do with revenues, tax credits, financing, decommission bond 
in name of project ownership, SUP conditions. 
 
Mark Ballerstein asked about the ownership.  Mike Doud responded that each project is owned uniquely. 
 
Paul Chatfield asked what is the life of a solar contract.  Mike Doud responded that it is 25 years. The panels have a life 
expectancy of 25-30 years.  Some are 35-50 years. 
 
Linda DeRue asked what the application name was under and if it was an LLC.  Mike Doud responded that it is under 
another name.  He stated that it will not be Borrego Solar, Inc but did not supply the new name at this time to the board. 
 
Mark Ballerstein asked what happens if one panel goes bad.  Mike Doud explained that there is an inverter at the end of 
each row.  There are 27 panels on a string.  If there is a fault the entire string will go down.  If it is just one string that 
goes down it is unlikely that it would be fixed immediately.  Also, portfolios are per state. 
 
Dan Stanford, Town of Hamlin Assessor added that there would be an Ag exemption conversion penalty.  Two (2) tax 
bills will be issued for this property. 
Mike Doud responded that the land is owned by the property owner.  It would be similar to roll-back taxes and would 
need an in-take form.   
 
Mike Doud stated that they have finished approx. 30 projects in NYS.  They can provide evaluations from those projects 
along with a capitalization model. 
 
Chris Schlieter stated that the board will take this application to the next level.  Keep in mind that all future 
developments of this kind will be held to this project example.  He asked if the owners present had any concerns or 
comments.  They responded, no.  He also asked Dave Rose if he had anything to add, and he stated that he had no 
questions at this point. 
 
Jeanine Klopp asked if the energy will go into the substation.  Mike Doud responded that the houses in Hamlin will 
benefit and any unused energy will go into the power grid.  There are 5 new above ground poles on the site plan.  They 
will be standard size poles, approx. 35 feet in height. 
 
Mark Ballerstein asked what percentage of energy would be town usage. 
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Mike Doud responded that the amount of usage would be determined by the number of daylight hours, weather, and 
the time of the year. 
 
Marc Kenward stated that he wanted to make sure that everyone knows that this is community solar and if everyone 
understood that.  The power will flow into the grid.  This is in an ISO Zone B which means it is National Grid Territory. It 
doesn’t mean they will be able to purchase it. 
 
Mark Ballerstein asked how the town would be affected by an energy outage.  Mike Doud responded It will not be 
affected, only when the grid is operational. 
 
Paul Chatfield asked where the energy will be monitored from.  Mike Doud responded that they are located in Lowell, 
Mass.  The system will be monitored from there. 
 
Linda DeRue asked about breakdowns.  Mike Doud stated that they are 98-99%.  They will not fix one string if it goes 
down immediately, it may take one week.  If there is a major issue, it will be taken care of immediately.  National Grid is 
responsible for the poles and any issues there. 
 
Chris Schlieter stated that the driveway access should be considered by the NYSDOT.  From a construction staging view, 
the current proposed driveway is a bad location.  A temporary construction access should be looked at for Drake Road.  
He would also like to see a maintenance and traffic plan.  Dave Rose also stated that a staging area on the north end of 
Drake Road may be needed.  The speed limit on Drake Road is 45 mph and the north end is a town road. 
 
A motion was made by Linda Morey, seconded by Mark Ballerstein to schedule a Public Hearing on October 1, 2018 at 
7:00 pm for the application of 3254 Roosevelt Highway, Hamlin for a Large-Scale Solar Energy Facility to be located at 
3254 Roosevelt Highway.  Tax#020.04-1-12.1.  This property is in the R-M zone. 
Members polled: Linda DeRue aye, Chris Schlieter aye, Linda Morey aye, Mark Ballerstein aye, James Nesbitt aye,  
Motion carried. 
 
DISCUSSION 
There was no further discussion. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by James Nesbitt, seconded by Linda DeRue to adjourn tonight’s workshop barring no further 
business. 
Members polled:  Linda DeRue aye, Chris Schlieter aye, Linda Morey aye, Mark Ballerstein aye, James Nesbitt aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


