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Hamlin Public Hearing 
May 25, 2016 

 
The Hamlin Town Board held a Public Hearing in the Hamlin Town Hall located at 1658 Lake Road, 
Hamlin, New York.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Supervisor Peters. 
 
Present: Councilperson Jason Baxter, Councilperson Jennifer Voelkl, Councilperson Martin Maier, 
Councilperson Dave Rose and Supervisor Eric Peters. 
 
Also present:  Deputy Town Clerk Michelle Johnson and Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer 
Cheryl Pacelli 
 
Residents:  Clarke Mahaney, Lona Mahaney, Dave Doucette, Dan Doucette and Sandy Nelson. 
 
Public hearing was opened for Local Law NO. 2 of the Year 2016 at 6:30 pm 
 

LOCAL LAW NO.2 OF THE YEAR 2016 
RESTRICTING THE NUMBER OF DOGS PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 

 
Section 1: Section 520-41(A) of the Town of Hamlin Zoning Law of 1991 is repealed and replaced with 
the following: 
 
520-41. Keeping of animals and poultry; required enclosures and fences for farm animals. 
 
The keeping of animals and poultry shall be permitted within the Town of Hamlin, subject to the 
following restrictions: 
 
A. The number of dogs which may be maintained in a residential building is addressed in Subparagraph 
B of section 187-11 of Chapter 187 of the Code of the Town of Hamlin (Dog Licensing and Control 
Law). 
 
Section 2. The Dog Licensing and Control Law of the Town of Hamlin is amended by adding paragraph 
B to section 187-11 (Restrictions) to provide as follows: 
 
187-11. Restrictions. 
 
B.  No dwelling unit in a residential building containing a single dwelling unit shall be used to harbor 
more than three adult dogs six months or older or more than two pups for longer than six months. All 
dogs must be personally owned and licensed by a resident of the dwelling unit. No dwelling unit in a 
duplex, apartment house or other residential building containing more than one dwelling unit, or located 
in a trailer park, as defined in section 454-5 of the Code of The Town of Hamlin, shall be used to harbor 
more than one adult dog six months or older or more than two pups for longer than six months. The dogs 
must be personally owned and licensed by a resident of the dwelling unit. 
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Section 3.  This local law shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
Supervisor Peters indicated that this is a change to who enforces this law from the  
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer to the Dog Control Officer.  This law has been in effect as  
written for several years now. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

  Dan Doucette – 34 Rose Circle – He has owned a Duplex in the Town of Hamlin for over 30 years now 
and has always had more than 1 dog in his Duplex and does not understand why it is not being allowed 
to have his 2 dogs.  He understands for the trailer parks and the apartments and he feels they are already 
policing their areas with their regulations and policies.  He is concerned about his home that he owns 
having 2 dogs in it because it is a duplex.   

  
 Dave Doucette – Creekview Drive – He has lived in Hamlin for 40 years.  He wanted to know if they 

were interpreting this correctly.   
 
 It was indicated by the Town Board that this law has been like this for several years, there was not a 

change in the law, just who enforces it.   
 
 Dave and Dan wanted to know if they could discuss changing the wording of duplexes in the law.   
 
 With no one else wishing to address the board the Public Hearing was closed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
Resolution #140 Motion was made by Councilperson Rose, seconded by Councilpersons Baxter 
and Voelkl, requesting Town Board resolution to close the Public Hearing regarding a local law 
restricting the number of dogs in residential buildings.  
Polled Votes:  Councilperson Baxter aye, Councilperson Voelkl aye, Councilperson Maier, 
Councilperson Rose and Supervisor Peters aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing was opened for Local Law NO. 3 of 2016 at 6:45 pm. 
 

LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF THE YEAR 2016 
AMENDING THE ZONING LAW WITH RESPECT TOPORCHES, DECKS AND PERGOLAS 

 
Section 1. Section 520-30 of the Town of Hamlin Zoning Law of 1991, entitled "Porches, Decks and 
Pergolas" is repealed and replaced by the following: 
 
520-30. Porches, decks and pergolas. 
 
 If the front foundation of a residence complies with the minimum front setback established for 
the zoning district in which the residence is located, a non-enclosed porch structure, deck or pergola, 
covered or open air, which does not exceed a distance of 10 feet forward of the front foundation of the 
residence, is permitted without a front setback variance even if the porch structure, deck or pergola 
encroaches within the required setback area. A building permit is required prior to the construction, 
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movement or replacement of any such porch, deck or pergola. 
 
Section 2. This local law shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

   
 With no one wishing to address the board the Public Hearing was closed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
Resolution #141 Motion was made by Councilperson Maier, seconded by Councilperson Baxter, 
requesting Town Board resolution to close the Public Hearing regarding a local law amending the 
zoning law with respect to porches, decks and pergolas. 
Polled Votes:  Councilperson Baxter aye, Councilperson Voelkl aye, Councilperson Maier, 
Councilperson Rose and Supervisor Peters aye.  Motion carried. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Kathi A. Rickman, MMC 
        Hamlin Town Clerk 


