INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW NO.  2 – 2026 
 
A local law proposed to amend Chapter 520, Article VI Miscellaneous 
Regulations, §520-51 Storage and disposal of junk, refuse and other materials; clean fill, of the Code of the Town of Hamlin said amendment to read and provide as follows: 
 
 	 SECTION 1. That the enactment of this Local Law is a Type 2 Action in that it is a routine or continuing governmental administration and management activity, and as such the enactment of this local law may proceed without further regard to the State Environmental Quality Review Act. 
 	SECTION 2. That the Town Board of the Town of Hamlin by adoption of this 
Resolution does hereby enact Introductory Local Law #2– 2026 amending Chapter 520 Article VI §520-51 of the Code of the Town of Hamlin to read and provide as follows: 
§ 520-51  Storage and disposal of junk, refuse and other materials; clean fill. 
A. 	Legislative Authority; Purpose and Intent 
This Local Law is adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Hamlin pursuant to the authority granted by Article IX of the New York State Constitution, the Municipal Home Rule Law, including but not limited to §§ 10 and 20, and the Town Law of the State of New York, including but not limited to Articles 16 and 16-A, including §§ 261, 263, and 268 thereof. 
The Town Board hereby finds that the uncontrolled accumulation, storage, and maintenance of junk, refuse, abandoned or inoperative vehicles, discarded materials, and other debris may create conditions detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare; constitute fire and safety hazards; attract rodents and other vermin; impair the use and enjoyment of neighboring properties; diminish property values; and adversely affect the appearance, character, and orderly development of the Town. 
The Town Board further finds that these regulations are consistent with the purposes set forth in New York Town Law §§ 261 and 263 and are adopted to promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community, to conserve the value of buildings and property, to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the Town, and to preserve and protect the character of the Town of Hamlin. 
Accordingly, the purpose and intent of this Local Law is to amend the Code of the Town of Hamlin by establishing reasonable regulations governing the outdoor storage and accumulation of junk and related materials; providing fair, uniform, and effective enforcement procedures; abating conditions that constitute public nuisances; and protecting the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the residents of the Town, while preserving property values, neighborhood character, and the orderly use and development of land consistent with the Town's Comprehensive Plan and the laws of the State of New York. 
B. 	Definitions, As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
Bathroom Fixtures: Any fixture reasonably found in a bathroom including, but not limited to, toilets and toilet components, sinks and sink components, vanities and vanity components , medicine cabinets, mirrors, bathtubs and shower stalls . 
Enforcement Officer: The person (s) appointed by the governing Council to enforce the provisions of this law. 
Garbage: All putrescible animal and vegetable waste resulting from growing, processing, marketing and preparation of food items, including container in which packaged . 
Junk: Any discarded, abandoned, unused, or inoperable material, item, or article, whether in whole or in part, which is no longer intended or suitable for its original purpose, or which has no reasonable present value except for salvage, recycling, or disposal. Junk shall include, but not be limited to: 
(a) Inoperable, unregistered, non inspected, dismantled, or partially dismantled motor vehicles, trailers, or recreational vehicles, and any parts thereof; 
 
(b) Scrap metal, scrap materials, and waste materials of any kind; 
 
(c) Machinery, equipment, or appliances that are broken, discarded, or not in working order; 
 
(d) Used or discarded building materials, including lumber, bricks, concrete, piping, fixtures, or similar items not actively being used in permitted construction; (e) Tires, containers, barrels, and similar items when stored in a manner not customary for their intended use; 
 
(f) Household items, furniture, or personal property that are discarded, deteriorated, or not being actively used, including, but not limited to, stoves, washing machines, dryers, dishwashers , freezers, refrigerators, bathroom fixtures, air conditioners , water heaters, televisions, sofas , lounge chairs, mattresses, bed frames, desks , tables, chairs, drawer chests, drawers and lawn and patio furniture which are stored outside of any residence or structure; and 
 
(g) Any accumulation of debris, refuse, or cast-off materials which, by reason of its condition or manner of storage, constitutes a nuisance, blight, or hazard to public health, safety, or welfare. 
 
Items shall be presumed to be “junk” if they are in a state of disrepair, incapable of performing their intended function, or have remained unused and exposed to the elements for a period exceeding 30 days. 
 
Fully Enclosed Structure.  A “fully enclosed structure” shall mean a building or structure having a permanent roof and continuous exterior walls on all sides, constructed of customary building materials, which completely screens and conceals the interior contents from view from any public street or adjoining property. All openings, including but not limited to doors, windows, and access points, shall be capable of being securely closed, and when necessary to comply with this Code, shall remain closed so as to prevent visibility of the contents. 
A fully enclosed structure shall not include carports, open-sided sheds, tarps, temporary covers, fabric structures, or any structure lacking complete walls on all sides or a permanent roof. 
Junk Mobile Home: Any moveable or portable dwelling unit designed and constructed to be towed on its own chassis , comprised of frame and wheels, connected to utilities and designed and constructed without a permanent foundation for year-round living (excluding travel trailers and recreational vehicles) and which meets all of the following: 
a. It is unoccupied and, in its present condition, does not meet the requirements of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code for residential occupancy; and 
b. It is either stored, abandoned, wrecked, discarded, dismantled or partly dismantled . 
Junk Motor Vehicle: Any motor vehicle or used parts or waste materials from motor vehicles which, taken together, equal in bulk one or more such vehicles, which is abandoned, wrecked, stored, discarded, dismantled or partly dismantled. 
Has not been inspected, as required by the State of New York, for a period exceeding one year, and is not in condition to be legally operated on a public highway. 
The fact that such motor vehicle is not in condition to be removed under its own power and the fact that such motor vehicle has remained unused for six (6) or more months shall be presumptive evidence that such motor vehicle is a junk motor vehicle unless refuted by verifiable and credible proof . 
This definition of Junk Motor Vehicle does not apply to any unlicensed vehicle used by farm operations in a county adopted and State certified agricultural district. Such provision shall supersede any conflicting provision of this local law. 
Motor Vehicle: Any and all vehicles propelled or drawn by power other than muscular power originally intended for use on public highways including, but not limited to, automobile, bus, trailer, truck, tractor, motor home, motorcycle and Mini bicycle. This term shall also include, but is not limited to, all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiles, watercraft, construction equipment and truck campers, camper trailers, campers, travel trailers, popup trailers , tent trailers , and overnight trailers . 
Outdoor Storage: The placing, maintaining or keeping of junk, rubbish, clutter, litter or debris in a place and in a manner such that it is visible to the public and/or neighboring property/ properties . 
Person: An individual, partnership, association, corporation or entity of any other kind. 
Rubbish, Clutter, Litter and Debris: The unsightly deposit , accumulation, display and/or outdoor storage of ordinary household, recreational and/or commercial items including , but not limited to, paper and paper products, barrels , cartons, boxes, cardboard, cans, glass, metals, machinery, tools, plastics, rubber, crates, furniture, rugs, clothing , rags, mattresses, blankets, cigarettes, tires, life vests , boat fenders, rope lines, helmets, vehicle covers, tools , animal feces, yard waste (including but not limited to downed trees, tree limbs, leaves, grass and/or weed piles, dead shrubbery and dead flowers) , lumber, brick, stone, cement wire cables, pipe and other building materials and/or landscape materials (including, but not limited to, dirt piles, mulch piles, pavers and edging materials) no longer intended or in condition for ordinary use and any and all tangible personal property no longer intended or in condition for ordinary and customary use . C. Prohibited Acts.  
The deposit, accumulation, display and/or outdoor storage of junk, junk mobile homes, junk motor vehicles, garbage, rubbish, clutter, litter or debris collectively hereinafter "Junk” regardless of quantity, is hereby prohibited within sight of persons traveling the public highways or within sight of neighboring waterways, rivers , lakes, ponds, steams, creeks, and/or properties. All junk, if retained, shall be kept within a fully enclosed structure so as not to be visible from any public street or adjoining property, except where such storage is expressly permitted as part of a duly approved and licensed junkyard, recycling facility, or similar use in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. The provisions of this law shall also be applicable to and prohibit such conditions existing at the time of enactment of this law. No person shall dump or permit the dumping of such materials upon any public or private property, roadway, right-of -way, watercourse, or vacant land within the Town, whether owned by such person or another, without lawful authorization and compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations . D.  Exclusions.  
The provisions of §520-51 3(" Prohibited Acts") shall not apply to the storage or placement on the premises of the following material : 
1. Cut and/or chopped wood intended for consumption in a wood burning stove, furnace or fireplace located in a building on the property. 
2. Farm machinery upon property zoned for agricultural use. 
3. Operable garden and yard machinery and apparatus used on the premises. 
4. Standing fences 
5. Hoses and sprinklers used for watering lawns and/or gardens . 
6. Storage or placement and accumulation of materials and/or vehicles in connection with a commercial operation duty conducted on the premises where such storage, placement and accumulation is expressly permitted and/or licensed by the laws of the Town of Hamlin . 
7. Construction materials and equipment used for the construction or renovation of a building on the premises for which a building permit has been issued. 
8. Two, (2) unlicensed vehicle (s) owned or registered to a member of the U.S. Armed Forces while on deployment . 
9. One (1) unlicensed vehicle parked or stored on designated driveway on subject property.  
E. Administration and Enforcement. 
1. Enforcement. This law may be enforced by the Town Code Enforcement Officer, or by any individual duly appointed by the Town Council. Said person (s) shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of this local law and to inspect premises within the municipality as necessary for said enforcement. The enforcement officer shall make periodic inspections of the municipality to ensure that the requirements of this local law are met . 
2. Complaints. Any person may file a complaint with the enforcement officer that a violation of this law may have taken place. The enforcement officer shall properly record and investigate any such complaint. The enforcement officer may also investigate any alleged violation that he or she has reason to believe has occurred or is occurring. 
3. Notice to Comply. Whenever a violation of this Junk Storage Law is found to exist within the Town of Hamlin, either the Town Code Enforcement Officer, or other duly designated agent of the Town shall give a written Notice to Comply to the owner and/or occupant of such property where the violation of this local law is deemed to exist or to the person causing or maintaining the violation of this local law. 
4. Service of the Notice to Comply. The Notice to Comply shall be served as any other legal process may be served pursuant to law or as follows: by  mailing a copy of such notice by ordinary mail, or Certified mail to the owner of the property as shown on the latest assessment rolls of the Town. 
5. Content of the Notice to Comply. The written Notice to Comply shall contain the following information: 
a. The name of the owner and/or occupant of the property to whom the 
notice shall be addressed. 
b. The location of the property involved in the violation of this local law.  
c. A statement of the facts which allege a violation of this local law.  
d. Demand that the junk be removed or placed so as to be in 
compliance with the law within thirty (30) days after the service or mailing of the notice. 
e. A statement that a failure to comply with such demand within thirty 
(30) days of the Notice, either or both of the following may result : 
A failure to comply with such demand within thirty (30) days after service of the Notice may result in either or both of the following: 
1. Town Abatement. A duly authorized employee or agent of the Town may enter upon the property and remove or otherwise abate the violation. The cost and expense of such removal or abatement shall be charged to the owner and/or occupant of the property. Such costs and expenses may, in the discretion of the Court, be reduced to a judgment, and any unpaid costs and expenses may be assessed against the subject property and added to the next succeeding Town tax bill in the manner provided by law. 
2. Enforcement Proceedings. The Town Code Enforcement Officer may issue an appearance ticket. Upon a determination that a violation of this article exists, the Court may impose fines and any other penalties authorized by law, including civil penalties and injunctive relief, against the owner and/or occupant of the property. 
	 	f. 	A copy of this local law. 
F. Extension of Time for Compliance.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if, in the judgment of the Town Code Enforcement Officer, the owner or occupant is making a good-faith effort to achieve compliance and substantial progress toward correcting the violation, the Code Enforcement Officer may grant one or more reasonable extensions of the compliance deadline, provided that such extension is consistent with the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare. The granting of an extension shall not constitute a waiver of the violation or limit the Town's authority to pursue any enforcement remedy authorized by this article or applicable law if compliance is not achieved within the extended period. 
G. Penalties and Remedies. 
A violation of the provisions of this local law shall be punishable by a maximum fine of $500 for each offense that may be levied by a Court of competent jurisdiction. Each day that a violation of this article is committed or continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense. H.  Clean fill.  
Nontoxic inorganic fill material, approved by the Town Building Inspector, may be used for the purpose of filling in to establish new grades, provided that a permit has been issued by the Planning Board. Said permit shall require the immediate leveling of all material deposited, and when fill is completed, it must be immediately covered with at least four inches of clean earth. The permit shall be subject to such other requirements as may be specified by the Planning Board. I.  Severability. 
 If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or article of this law shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section or article thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered . J.  Effective Date.  
This local law shall become effective upon the date it is filed in the Office of the New York Secretary of State. 
 
SECTION 3. That the Town Clerk shall give due notice of the enactment of this local Law by filing the same with the Secretary of State, as required. 
 
